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ISN'T WHAT IT WAS BACK IN THE D/ 

NOW PLAQUE HIDES AND I CAN'T FIND IT. 
THE DENTIST'S ADVICE: SWITCH TO COLGATE TOTAL®. 

Only COLGATE TOTAL* gives me 12 hour protection against a full range 
of oral health problems, including plague. It even gets up in the tight spaces 
and places between my teeth. COLGATE TOTAL* is clinically proven to reduce 
plague by up to 98%. I'm cool with that. The dentist said my plague is gone. 
And so are my days of hide and seek. 





▲ Deaf Jam ■ Hearing-impaired rappers 

and stage performers Wawa Snipe (r) and Keith Brown 
rehearse for HipHopAnansiatihe Imagination Stage 
in Bethesda, MD. The children's theater performance 
features break dancing, DJ music mixing, graffiti art 
and rapping and is based on the Ghanian folk tale 
Anansi. It showcases deaf performers among its cast 
members and fosters the belief that hip hop can tran- 
scend the barriers that deafness creates onstage. 



Celebrity 
BIRTHDAYS 



National Engineers Week 

Dedicated to showcasing engineers' positive contri- 
butions to mankind, National Engineers Week pro- 
motes engineering as an outstanding career choice 
and emphasizes the importance of a "technical edu- 
cation and a high level of math, science, and technol- 
ogy literacy" in following that career path. 
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Feb. 22 
Julius Erving 




Feb. 20 
Sidney Poitier 




Football Hall of Famer Art Shell (I), 
senior VP of football operations 



ErykahBadu 




I senior VP of football operations 
and development for the NFL (named Oakland Raiders 
head coach at Jet press time), accepts the Ebony Path- 
finder Award from NFL Players Assn. Executive Director 
Gene Upshaw during the recent inaugural Ebony Path- 
finder Awards ceremony in Detroit that honors football 
legends' outstanding performance on the field and phi- 
lanthropy off the field ON PAGE 51. To view more photos 
from the Ebony Pathfinder Awards, visitjetmag.com. 
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e children o 
CORETTA SCOTT 
(l-r) DEXTER, MARTfcl ■ 
BERNICE and YOLANDA, 

view their mother as she 
lies in honor at Atlanta's 
historic Ebenezer Baptist 
Church during services 
in the area attended by 
thousands ON PAGE 6. 




COVER STORY 

ENTERTAINMENT 

JET BEAUTY OF 
THE WEEK 

LIFESTYLES 

LOVE & 
HAPPINESS 



46 MUSIC 
6 NATIONAL 




REPORT 



NEWSMAKERS 



OPLE 



MOVING SOON? 

Please let us know before you go. Send the present address label from your copy 
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ANTI-BUMP SKIN SYSTEM 

Anti-Bump® Lotion and Anti-Bump® Spray should be used 
daily— the natural healing of Australian Tea Tree Oil fights 
the bacteria and bumps. The result is softer, smoother, more 
even-toned skin on the face, head, and even under the chin! 

v Eliminates bacteria that can cause bumps! 
V No burning sensation. . .soothes and heals your skin! 
v Evens your skin tone and texture! 



Available in the Men's Shave Section 
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^ Rev. Bernice King, daughter of Coretta Scott King, delivers 
eulogy during funeral service at the New Birth Missionary 
Baptist Church in Lithonia, GA. "We praise the Lord for 
Coretta Scott King and her example," Rev. King says. 
► Attending services are President Bush, first lady Laura 
Bush, former President Bill Clinton, Sen. Hillary Clinton, for- 
mer President George H. W. Bush, former President Jimmy 
Carter and former first lady Rosalynn Carter. 
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NATIONAL REPORT 



You could not have been in the pres- 
ence of Coretta Scott King and not 
feel stronger and more determined to 
move forward. 

She was a brave and gracious woman 
who met life's challenges head on and 
somehow found a way to move on and 
continue her fight for justice-no mat- 
ter what. 

And that's exactly how she was cele- 
brated and remembered during her six- 
hour funeral at New Birth Missionary 
Baptist Church near Atlanta, attended 
by more than 10,000 people-including 
four U.S. presidents. 

Speaker after speaker urged the 
thousands there and the millions more 
who watched on TV to take a lesson from 
Coretta Scott King's life. They urged 
King's admirers to live each day to the 
fullest, live each day with a purpose-as 
she certainly did. 

President Bush, who ordered flags 




A Mrs. King's children (l-r), Dexter, Martin III, Bernice and Yolanda, view her body at the historic Ebenezer 
Baptist Church in Atlanta. Mrs. King also was the first Black and first woman to lie in state at the Georgia 
Capitol. More than 170,000 mourners paid their respects at several public viewings. 



flown at half-staff in honor of Mrs. King, 
said at the funeral: "Fve come today to 
offer the sympathy of our entire nation at 
the passing of a woman who worked to 
make our nation whole.. ..Americans 
knew her husband only as a young man. 
We knew Mrs. King in all the seasons of 
her life — and there was grace and beau- 



ty in every season. As a great movement 
of history took shape, her dignity was a 
daily rebuke to the pettiness and cruelty 
of segregation." 

Former President Clinton pointed to 
her casket covered with flowers and told 
mourners: "I don't want us to forget that 
there's a woman in there. Not a symbol; 
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In Memory of 



Coretta Scott King 

1927 - 2006 

Founder, Martin Luther King, Jr. Center 
for Nonviolent Social Change 

Human Rights Activist and Leader 



Devoted and determined 
Influential and beloved 

Throughout her entire lifetime, Coretta Scott King 
was a catalyst for peace and equality. 

Mrs. King was an active and indomitable force in making 
Dr. Martin Luther King's dream a reality for people throughout the world. 

At The Coca-Cola Company, we take solace in knowing that her 
work, hope, passion, and conviction live on. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the King family as we mourn their loss. 



ffie fiempasif 



© 2006 The Coca-Cola Company. 




a At funeral, President Bush tells mourners: "I've come today to offer the sympathy of our entire nation." 
Former President Bill Clinton, who served in the White House from 1993-2001, is accompanied by his wife, 
Sen. Hillary Clinton, as they share their admiration and respect for Mrs. King. 



a real woman who lived and breathed Clinton, who received a thunderous 
and got angry and got hurt and had standing ovation, reminded the crowd 
dreams and disappointments." how Mrs. King continued the dream of 

T The King children and guests watch funeral proceedings. They are (l-r) Arndrea Waters, Martin Luther 
King III, Monty Buckner, Yolanda King, Monica Weber and Dexter King. 




IF HEP C WAS ATTACKING 

your mvt instead OF 

YOUR LIVER. YOU'D DO 
SOMETHING ABOUT IT. 




READY TO FIGHT BACH? 

YOU'LL NEVER BE STRONGER THAN YOU ARE TODAY TO STOP THE DAMAGE HEP C IS DOING TO YOUR LIVER. 

Talk to your doctor now about prescription treatment Patients in clinical studies overall had a better than 50% chance 
of reducing the Hep C virus to undetectable levels. Response to treatment may vary based on individual factors. 
So log on or call, then talk to your doctor to find out if treatment is right for you. And help put Hep C behind you. 

HepCSource.com 866-HepCSource 866-437-2768 
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NATIONAL REPORT 




M Former President 
Jimmy Carter, who 
served from 1977-1981, 
remembers the 
courage of Mrs. King. 
Former President 
George H.W. Bush, who 
served from 1989-1993, 
pays tribute during the 
funeral service. 



equality of her husband, Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., after his assassination. 
"On April 5, 1968, the day after her hus- 
band was killed, she had to decide, 'What 
am I going to do with the rest of my life?' 
We would have all forgiven her, even 
honored her, if she had said, 'I have 



endured enough dangers, toils and 
snares. I'm going home to raise my kids. 
I wish you all well.' But instead she went 
to Memphis, the scene of the worst night- 
mare of her life, and led a march for strik- 
ing sanitation workers in her husband's 
honor." 



T Rep. John Conyers, who represented the U.S. Congress, and. Sen. Edward Kennedy, who represent- 
ed the U.S. Senate, recall the dignity, strength and courage of the First Lady of the Civil Rights Movement 
Coretta Scott King. 






▲ Officiating at the six-hour funeral services are Bishop Eddie Long, senior pastor of New Birth 
Missionary Baptist Church, and Dr. Suzan Johnson Cook, president of Hampton Ministers' Conference. 



Clinton asked the crowd: "So what 
will happen with the legacy of Coretta 
Scott King and Dr. King? This is the first 
day of the rest of our lives. If you want to 
treat our friend Coretta like a role mod- 
el, then model her behavior. We can fol- 
low in her steps." 

Senator Hillary Clinton held her hus- 
band's hand as she told the gathering: 
"She has passed, but we must take up 
her burden. We'll have to split it up 
because it was a heavy burden to bear, 
but together we can carry it." 

Former President George H.W. Bush 
said, "Our world is a kinder, gentler place 
because of Coretta Scott King." 

Former President Jimmy Carter spoke 
of Mrs. King's ability to "wage a fierce 
struggle for freedom and justice and to 
do it peacefully." He said Dr. King and 
Mrs. King "exemplified the finest aspects 



of American values and brought our 
nation the admiration of the entire 
world." Carter said the nation must con- 
tinue to work toward the Kings' goal of 
equality. "We only have to recall the col- 
or of the faces of those in Louisiana, 
Alabama and Mississippi" of Hurricane 
Katrina to know that inequality still 
exists. 

Mrs. King, who carried on her hus- 
band's dream of equality for nearly 40 
years after he was assassinated in 1968, 
died at the age of 78 after she battled 
ovarian cancer and the effects of a stroke 
(Jet, Feb. 20). 

Senator Edward Kennedy, who repre- 
sented the U.S. Senate, said Mrs. King 
"knew deep in her heart that none of us are 
free until we all are free. She became not 
only a national presence, but an interna- 
tional icon, opposing apartheid in South 
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Winning an Oscar now is an achievement. Winning an Oscar in 1 940 during segregation is legendary. 
The United States Postal Service" is proud to honor Hattie McDaniel, the first African American to 
win an Academy Award - for her supporting role in Gone With The Wind. Buy her stamp today. 



/ UNITED STATES 

POSTAL SERVICE 

(12006 United State* Postal Service. Eagle symbol an<i loqotype are registered tr.xlrm.irks o( thn United Si.itcs Posini Simvk - USpS.COITI 




▲ Celebrating Mrs. King's life and legacy are activist Dr. Dorothy 
Height, Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue and poet Maya Angelou. 

▼ Attallah Shabazz, daughter of the late Malcolm X, recalls her close 
bond with the King family. Juandalynn Abernathy, daughter of the late 
Rev. Ralph Abernathy, sings a song for Mrs. King. 



Africa in the 1980s with the same fervor 
that she had challenged prejudice in Amer- 
ica in the 1960s." 

Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue said: 
"Coretta Scott King touched all of our lives 
through her lifetime of service to the cause 
that was, yes, her husband's cause, but no 



less her own." 

Veteran civil rights activist Dr. 
Dorothy Height recalled: "With all of 
her experiences, she said she would not 
live a life dominated by fear." She urged 
the crowd: "Let us not think about his- 
tory. Let us make history and let us 



Celebration of 




You Need Some 
Church in Your Life! 

THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 23 



IT'S (TIY THING 



Appearances by Stevie Wonder, Anthony Hamilton, CeCe Winans, Kirk Franklin, 
Sheila E., Fred Hammond, Israel & New Breed, Mary Mary, Pastor Shirley Caesar, 
Donnie McClurkin, Tyrese, Juanita Bynum, Martha Munizzi, Kelly Price, 
Micah Stampley, Bishop Paul Morton, Dr. Bobby Jones, Shekinah Glory Ministry, 
Hezekiah Walker & The Love Fellowship Choir and more! 



www.bet.com 
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move forward." 

Poet Maya Angelou recalled her close 
friendship with King. "We called our- 
selves chosen sisters. We sat into the late 
evening hours, calling each other 'girl'; 
now that's a Black woman thing, you 
know," she laughed. "And even as we 
reached well into our seventh decade, 
we'd still say 'girl.'" 




^ The Rev. Joseph Lowery, co-founder, SCLC, 
questioned if the politicians in attendance at 
the funeral would continue Mrs. King's quest for 
equality, a Christine King Farris, sister of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., recalls the contributions 
that the Kings made to America. 



Angelou also emphasized that Amer- 
icans must pick up where Mrs. King left 
off: "We owe something from this minute 
on, so that this gathering is not just 
another footnote on the pages of history. 
We owe something. I pledge, to you, my 
sister, I will never cease. I mean to say, I 
want to see a better world. I mean to say 
I want to see some peace somewhere. I 



< Atlanta 
Mayor Shirley 
Franklin thanks 
Mrs. King for 
paving the way 
for Black women 
leaders. Andrew 
Young intro- 
duces the Kings' 
daughter, the 
Rev. Bernice 
King, who gave 
the eulogy. 

Continued 
on page 59 
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February 23, 1979- 

Col. Frank E. Petersen Jr. became the 
first Black promoted to the rank of brigadier 
general in the U.S. Marines on this day. At 
the age of 20, Petersen became the first 
Black aviator in the history of the Marines. 
A native of Topeka, KS, Petersen earned a 
bachelor's degree in 1967 and a master's 
degree in 1973 from George Washington 
University; that same year he also graduat- 
ed from the National War College in Wash- 
ington, D.C. A Tuskegee airman, he flew 
over 300 combat missions during his career 
in the U.S. Marines, including tours in Korea 
and Vietnam. Petersen spent 38 years in the 
Marine Corps before he retired in 1988 as 
commanding general of the Marine Devel- 
opment Educational Command in Quanti- 
co, VA. In 1999 Petersen released his auto- 
biography, Into the Tiger's Jaw: America's 
First Black Marine Aviator. He currently 
serves on the board of directors for the 
National Marrow Donor Program. 



This week In 





February 25, 1870- 

Hiram R. Revels, minister, politician, became 
the first Black senator in the U.S. Congress on this 
day. A Republican legislator from Mississippi, he 
served from Feb. 25, 1870, to March 3, 1871. A 
native of Fayetteville, NC, Revels was born of 
African and Croatan Indian descent to free parents 
in a slave state. Revels attended a number of edu- 
cational institutions, including Quaker school in Lib- 
erty, IN, and Knox College before he was ordained 
as a minister by the African Methodist Church. Rev- 
els served as a Chaplain during the Civil War. He 
became an alderman before he was named to the 
U.S. Senate. After he retired from politics, Revels 
was elected president of Alcorn University. He died 
on January 16, 1901, in his hometown. 
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I BLACK HISTOR Y 

Make Black History A Fun Family Event 

Whether it's an admired invention, a noteworthy person or an impor- 
tant time period, Black History Month is a great opportunity for 
families to explore the many contributions made by Black Americans. 

Parents can make learning about Black history an exciting activity for 
the whole family. The Office of Intergovernmental and Interagency Affairs 
of the U.S. Department of Education lists ways parents can involve their 
family in history lessons. 



Discuss Family History. 

Parents can share their own memories of 
the people and places of your childhood. 
Encourage your parents and other rela- 
tives to talk with your child about family 
history. 

Study Black History Books. 

Read with your child about people and 
events that have made a difference in the 
world and discuss the readings together. 

Introduce Children To Leaders. 
Help your children know that the people 
who make history are real people just like 
them, and that they have ideas and 
dreams, work hard and experience failure 
and success. Introduce your child to local 
community leaders in person and to 
national and world leaders by using news- 
papers, magazines, books, television or 
the Internet. 

View Historical TV Shows. 

Watch TV programs about important his- 
torical topics with your family and encour- 
age discussion about the programs as you 
watch. Check out library books on the top- 



ics and learn more about them. See if the 
books and TV programs agree on signifi- 
cant issues and discuss any differences. 

Use Reference Illustrations. 

Make online or hard copies of globes, 
maps and encyclopedias available to your 
children. If you're reading about Africa, 
use this as an opportunity to point out the 
continent on a globe, or learn more about 
cultures by searching the Internet. 

Visit The Library. 
Check out books or obtain a collection of 
speeches and other written documents to 
read with your child. As you read, pause 
frequently to try to restate the key points 
in these documents in language that your 
child can understand. 

Whatever activity you decide to do, the 
Department of Education reminds par- 
ents that learning is the key to your child's 
success, and enjoyment is an important 
motivator. 

For more information, look at the U.S. 
Department of Education's Web site at 
www.ed.gov. □ 
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By Simeon Booker, Washington Bureau Chief 



Confidential: After 34 years, Black lead- 
ers from across the country next month 
will troop to Gary, IN, for a three-day 
(March 9-12) discussion on improving 
economic empowerment. The National 
Black People's Unity Convention that 
held its first coast-to-coast gathering in 
1972 believes that with a gain of 700 to 
10,000 elected officials in their midst, 
Black people should be doing much more 
financially in America. Co-sponsors are 
George L. Brown, former Colorado lieu- 
tenant governor; former Gary Mayor 
Richard Hatcher, and William Lucy, 
president of the Coalition of Black Trade 
Unionists. More than 100 VIP participants 
already have confirmed their attendance, 
including Harry Belafonte, Rep. Charles 
Rangel, NAACP President Bruce Gordon 
and the Rev. Jesse Jackson. For more 
info, call 202-955-5000 in D.C. or 866- 
890-5700 in Gary.. .New Liberian Presi- 
dent Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has started 
a massive rebuilding program, naming 

National Headliners 



former Wall Street investment banker 
Richard Tolbert as one of her econom- 
ic advisors. A nephew of former President 
William Tolbert, the 55-year-old ex- 
banker chairs the National Investment 
Commission. His family fled a prosper- 
ous fishing industry in the country after 
his uncle was murdered in 1980.. .At a 
recent White House dinner to honor retir- 
ing Federal Reserve Board Chairman Al 
Greenspan, one of the few Black guests 
was Vernon Jordan, the former National 
Urban League president, identified in the 
news media as "a millionaire lawyer."... 
Getting a boost from the Pittsburgh Steel- 
ers' Super Bowl victory, former team Hall 
of Famer Lynn Swann may become the 
first Black ever to win a GOP governor 
nomination in Pennsylvania. However, 
Swann has a lot of work to do in the cam- 
paign fund-raising area. He reportedly 
has only $1 million compared to the 
incumbent governor who has $12 million 
in the bank. 




Some broadcast reporters have difficul- 
ties distinguishing between Sen. Barack 
Obama of Illinois and Rep. Harold Ford Jr. 
of Tennessee. Currently Obama gets the 
lion's share of publicity being the only Black 
EP^^B W '^ in the U.S. Senate. But the situation could 

change if Ford wins a Senate seat this year, 
W W making the identification problem even 

more confusing.. The Virginia Historic Re- 
sources Board approved a new state high- 
way marker in Prince Edward County to commemorate the birthplace of U.S. Sen. 
Blanche Kelso Bruce, the first Black to serve a full six-year term that began in 
1874...Deval Patrick is seeking the Massachusetts governorship. 




Lynn Swann 



Harold Ford Jr. 
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PeoplePeoplePeoplePeople 

Brenda Freeman, 

vice president of consumer marketing for VH1, has been named sen- 
ior vice president of promotions marketing for Nickelodeon, the No. 
1 kids' entertainment brand and cable television's highest-rated net- 
work. In her new role, Freeman will oversee the development and exe- 
cution of all promotions marketing efforts for Nickelodeon and its 
related brands, including Nick Jr., Noggin, The N and Nick Digital 
assets, including both on-air and off air promotions, client services, 
ad sales marketing, online promotions and events. 

Michelle Gadsden-Williams, 

who held various positions in diversity, talent development and 
staffing at Merck, has been appointed African-American executive 
director, diversity & inclusion for Novartis Pharmaceuticals 
Corporation (NPC) in East Hanover, NJ. She is the first person to 
hold the position. Under her watch, Gadsden-Williams will provide 
strategic direction, leadership and development of an inclusive 
environment by integrating diversity practices into all aspects of 
the business. 

Eric V. Turner, 

an attorney who is managing director and associate general counsel 
of the Connecticut Freedom of Information Commission, has been 
named president of the Council on Governmental Ethics Laws 
(COGEL). He is the first Black president of COGEL in its 27-year histo- 
ry. COGEL is the preeminent organization of government ethics admin- 
istrators in the United States, Canada and Mexico, and includes hun- 
dreds of leaders in the fields of ethics, elections, campaign financing, 
lobbying and freedom of information. 

Felicia A. Moore, 

an Atlanta City Council member, has been sworn in as president of 
the National Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials (NBC-LEO), an 
organization which represents hundreds of Black elected officials 
nationwide. NBC-LEO is an affiliate of the National League of Cities 
(NLC), a group that serves as the voice of America's cities and 
towns across the United States. More than 1,600 cities and towns 
are members of the National League of Cities in Washington, D.C. 






Kinshasha Holman Conwill, 

an arts, museum and management consultant for the 
Smithsonian's National Museum of African American History and 
Culture in Washington, D.C, has been named deputy director of the 
museum. Her many past projects have included serving as a senior 
policy advisor for the Museums and Community Initiative of the 
American Association of Museums and project director for a citywide 
initiative for the New York Foundation for the Arts. 
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MARCH 2nd, 2006 

10PM • Charlotte Convention Center 



0J m 

Adults $37.00* 9 
Students $25.00* 

Student I.D. must accompany ticket upon request. 

Order tickets through Ticketmaster 
at www.ticketmaster.com 
or call 1-704-522-6500 

'Plus Ticketmaster convenience and service charge. 
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Some colors can 
change moods. 




Visit the Fashion Fair counter and try the Spring 2006 collection. 
Recieve a 7-piece gift with a $21.00 or more Fashion Fair purchase at these fine stores. 



FEB. 1 9 - MAR. 04 
ALABAMA 

MACY'S 

Birmingham 

GEORGIA 

MACY'S 

Athens; Atlanta; Augusta; Columbus; 
Decatur; Douglasville; Duluth; Lithonia; 
Macon; Morrow; Savannah; Union City 

INDIANA 

MACY'S 

Evansville; Indianapolis 

KENTUCKY 

MACY'S 

Louisville 

OHIO 

MACY'S 

Cincinnati; Columbus; Mansfield 

PENNSYLVANIA 

MACY'S 

Monroeville 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

MACY'S 

Columbia 

TENNESSEE 

MACY'S 

Bartlett; Jackson; Memphis 



FEB. 26 - MAR. 1 1 
LOUISIANA 

DILLARD'S 

Baton Rouge; Hammond; Houma; 
Kenner; Lafayette; Lake Charles; 
Metairie; Slidell 

MISSISSIPPI 

DILLARD'S 

Hattiesburg; Meridian 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

DILLARD'S 

Aiken; Charleston; Greenville; 
Myrtle Beach; North Charleston; 
Spartanburg 

TEXAS 

DILLARD'S 

Abilene; Amarillo; Arlington; Austin; 
Beaumont; Cedar Park; College Station; 
Corpus Christi; Dallas; Denton; Fort Worth; 
Friendswood; Houston; Humble; Hurst; 
Irving; Killeen; Lake Jackson; Lewisville* 
Longview; Lubbock; Mesquite; Midland; 
Pasadena: Piano; San Antonio; Sherman; 
Sugarland; Temple; Texas City; Tyler; 
Waco; Wichita Falls; Woodlands 
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► Light Of My Life: 

John M. Jackson married Lolita Browning at 

Cascade United Methodist Church in Atlanta. The 
bride is a graduate of the University of Tennessee 
at Martin and Clark Atlanta University. She is 
employed in media relations for Georgia Power. 
The groom is a graduate of Knoxville College. He 
is a credit analyst for the Ciba Vision Corporation. 
Jamaica was where the lovebirds honeymooned. 
The newlyweds will make their home in Atlanta. 




< Forever Love: 

Makonnen Kebede united in holy matrimony 
with Banchirga Getachew at St. Paul's Greek 
Orthodox Church in Irvine, CA. An elementary 
school teacher with the Los Angeles Unified 
School District, the bride attends graduate school 
at California State University, Los Angeles. The 
groom, a graduate of the University of California, 
Santa Barbara, is president of EMG Lending & 
Investments. The happy couple celebrated by 
honeymooning during a French Polynesian 
cruise. 




< One In Spirit 

The former Patreece Q. Lanier became the wife 
of Elton McWilliams, Jr. at The Village Baptist 
Church in Oklahoma City, OK. The bride is a grad- 
uate of the Tuskegee University School of Veteri- 
nary Medicine. She is a veterinarian. The groom is 
a graduate of the University of Oklahoma and 
Oklahoma City University School of Law. He 
works in petroleum management. The pair will 
reside in Oklahoma. 
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► With This Ring: 

David Walker pledged his eternal love with 
Towanna S. Butler during a double-ring cere- 
mony at Full Gospel Christian Assemblies in Hazel 
Crest, IL. The bride is a former senior program- 
ming tech with Fidelity Information Services. The 
groom is an on-air radio personality/executive 
producer at WSRB Soul 106.3 FM, who goes by 
the name "D nice." Ocho Rios, Jamaica, was 
where the couple honeymooned. They will live in 
Glenwood, IL. 




► Firm Foundation: 



Mr. and Mrs. Lee Andrew Giles commemorat- 
ed their 50th wedding anniversary during a cele- 
bration given by their children in LaMarque, TX. 
Mrs. Sarah Godfrey Giles is a retired teacher and 
administrator with the LaMarque schools. Her 
dedicated mate of five decades is a retired post- 
master. The Gileses are the parents of two. They 
have six grandchildren and one great-grandchild. 




< My Love, Sweet Love: 

Maurice M. Hamilton, Sr. wed Sheri Sherrell 
Watson at Jordan Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church in Miami. The bride, a graduate of Morris 
Brown College and the University of Florida Col- 
lege of Dentistry, is an assistant director of den- 
tal services at Community Health of South Dade, 
Inc. The groom, a graduate of Cuyahoga Commu- 
nity College who served in the U.S. Air Force and 
Air Force Reserve, is chief of security at Commu- 
nity Health of South Dade, Inc. They will live in 
Miami. 
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Tyler 

Perry 

Sky Is J 
The Limit 

FOR 'MADEA' 
CREATOR WITH 
NEW MOVIE, 
UPCOMING 
BOOK AND TV 
SHOW 

Long before mainstream Ameri- 
ca had ever heard of Tyler Per- 
ry or Madea, the beloved granny 
character that he brings to life, 
Black America already knew what 
the rest of the world was just 
finding out last year. 

Black America knew of his l 
works' healing power. They pack- 
ed in venues for his sold-out stage 
shows and came out in droves to 
movie theaters so that his first 
major film, Diary of a Mad Black 
Woman, could debut last year at No. 
1, grossing more than $22 million 
during opening weekend (Jet, Feb. 
28, 2005). 



Through laughter, Perry teaches poignant 
lessons about life and love that can be trans- 
forming. This year his creative genius will be 
showcased with a triple header-a new movie, 
upcoming book and TV show. 

Madea's Family Reunion, based on his hit 
stage play, is Perry's second movie to be turned 
into a major film. Slated for release on Feb. 24, 



the outspoken, wise- 
cracking 68-year- 
old grandmother 
Madea (played by 
Perry) must 
find a way to keep 
the peace and keep 
her family to- 



Playwright/ 
director/ 
actor Tyler 

Perry is 
keeping up 
his busy 
pace this 
year with a 
new movie, 
upcoming 
book and TV 
show. 
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gether while planning a family reunion, 
helping her nieces (Lisa Arrindell Ander- 
son and Rochelle Aytes) through rela- 
tionship issues, and taking care of a trou- 
bled teen (Keke Palmer). 

"I think this movie speaks to a lot of 
people about a lot of different things, 
especially African- American people," 
Perry tells Jet during a recent visit 
to the JPC headquarters in Chicago. "I 
wanted it to be a movie that made people 
stop and think. I wanted it to inspire and 
motivate us as a people to be better and 
get us to wake up in a lot of areas." 

Like his first movie, Perry wrote, 
produced and starred in his soph- 
omore effort. But this time 
around, in addition to playing 
Madea, Joe, the "dirty old 
man" who is Madea's broth- 
er, and Brian, an attorney, 
Perry makes his directori- 
al debut. 

Blair Underwood, Lynn 
Whitfield and Boris Kodjoe give 
commanding performances in 
the movie along with Cicely 
Tyson, Maya Angelou, Jeni- 
fer Lewis, Henry Simmons 
and Tangi Miller. Noted 
Hollywood casting director 
Reuben Cannon has once 
again joined forces with Perry 
to produce this project. 

Perry believes that it is im- 
portant for him to stay true to 
what he's been doing. For that rea 



son he says, "I'm not changing anything 
or trying to make anything more main- 
stream. I'm staying true to the gift God 
has given to me and I want to give it to 
people that way." He does, however, 
admit that he purposefully toned down 
Madea's weapon of choice. 

"There are no pistols in this one be- 
cause of the children," he explains. <f When 
we know better, we do better. I dealt with 
a lot of people who told me, 'My kids 
watch you all the time.' So I took all of the 
pistols out of the movie because I 
thought that was important. But as 
far as her language and who she is, 
she's not toned down at all. 
There are just no pis- 
tols. It's still the 
same Madea. She 
still has her purse, 
but I won't tell you 
what's in the purse." 
Perry executive- pro- 
duced the soundtrack, 
in which he hand-pick- 

< For six years the 6-foot- 
5 Perry has transformed 
himself into the lovable, 
wise-cracking grand- 
mother Madea in his 
hugely successful 
stage plays. Last year 
she starred in her first major 
movie, Diary of a Mad Black 
Woman. This year she 
returns to the silver 
screen for Madea's 
Family Reunion. 
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► Madea doesn't bite her tongue 
as she offers sound advice to her 
nieces, played by Rochelle Aytes 
(I) and Lisa Arrindell Anderson, in 
a scene from Madea' s Family 
Reunion. Below, Perry took the 
world by storm last year as Madea 
with his first major movie, Diary of 
a Mad Black Woman. The film 
opened at No. 1, grossing more 
than $22 million at the box office. 
To date its overall box-office gross 
totals more than $50 million. 



ed and selected each artist. 
The star-studded CD fea- 
tures Brian McKnight, LL 
Cool J, Mary Mary, Kem, 
Gerald Levert, Yolanda 
Adams, Carl Thomas, Al 
Green, the O'Jay's, Will 
Downing and Rachelle Fer- 
rell. Perry also wrote the 
music and lyrics for two 
songs on the project, Keep 
Your Head Up, sang by Chaka 
Khan, and The Wedding Song, 
performed by Johnny Gill, 
which Perry co-wrote with 
Herbert Magwood. 

Madea has translated as a *. — 
family member not only on P"™^-'^ 
stage and in movies, but in real life for 
some. As that tough-love, fearless, tell-it- 
like-it-is grandmother many long for 
today, Perry has found that people come 
to that character for advice. 

So much so that on April 11, Perry will 
debut his first book, Don't Make A Black 
Woman Take Off Her Earrings: Madea 's 




Uninhibited Commentaries On Love And 
Life. She addresses everything from 
romance, marriage and sex to "acting 
White," child-rearing and diet. 

"It's a Madea book," he says, explain- 
ing that it will be written in her voice. "I 
was asked questions, and I just answered 
people's questions." 
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Another project that Perry is excited about is the upcom- 
ing sitcom, "House of Payne." The TV show, for syndication on 
various channels in the spring, will star Allen Payne of New 
Jack City and Jason's Lyric movie fame. 

"I get to do it my way, the Tyler Perry way," he says. "(His) 
character's wife had a drug addiction. She burns down his 
house. He has to move back in with his parents and the two 
kids. They have very different ideas of raising these children. 
That is the basic story. I've shot 10 episodes already." 

Perry's schedule has been non-stop for several years. His 
stage shows, which have grossed more than $100 million, are 
in popular demand and continue to keep him busy. Madea 
Goes To Jail, his current stage play, will be his last 
tour for some time, he says. 

"It's been eight years straight that I've been on 
the road, doing 200 to 300 shows a year," Perry 
says of his leaving the road in May. "That's why 
my personal life has suffered." 

He continues,"My ex-girlfriend was complain- 
ing to me that our issue and why we didn't work is 
because of how hard I work. You don't get to this 



▲ Allen Payne of New Jack 
City and Jason's Lyric movie 
fame spends a moment with 
Perry on the set of his new TV 
show, "House of Payne." ► 
Perry directs an episode of 
"House of Payne" with LaVan 
Davis, who plays Pops on the 
show. The TV sitcom, which 
Perry produces, is targeted for 
the spring in syndication. 
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place in life without working really, real- 
ly hard. It's very difficult to ask someone 
to put up with it.. .So I'll probably be sin- 
gle for a long time." 

A native of New Orleans, Perry has 
resided in Atlanta since the '90s. His par- 
ents still live there. When Hurricane Kat- 
rina struck last year, his parents were for- 
tunate. They suffered only minor damage 
to their home in uptown, which was 
spared from serious damage, he says. 

Others weren't so lucky. Perry 
reached out to assist some of the dis 
placed New Orleans residents 
who were staying in hotels in At- 
lanta. "I saw a story about a bunch 
of people who were at a hotel and 
couldn't afford to pay to stay. So I 
went to the hotel and booked it for 
a month for them." 

He also gave $1 million and team- 

► A native of New Orleans, Perry's stage shows 
and movies offer laughter and life-altering lessons. 
"I feel that it is very important that what I leave on 
this earth are things that speak possibility. Things 
that speak hope." 
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Morton, pastor of New Orleans' Greater 
St. Stephen Full Gospel Baptist Church, 
to help build Greater St. Stephen Full 
Gospel Baptist Atlanta. Flooding caused 
by the hurricane destroyed the largest 
of the church's three locations in New 
Orleans. 

Perry looks back over his life-from 
homelessness and living in his car to a 
failed suicide attempt to childhood 
abuse-and marvels at where he stands 
today (Jet, Dec. 1, 2003). Through his 
creative genius and the mediums of 



LIFESTYLES 



■ ONE HUNDRED AND STILL 

GOING STRONG: Mrs. Cleopatra 
Clarke had 100 reasons for that bright 
smile on Feb. 12 when she celebrated 
her 100th birthday at her house in 
Rockledge, FL Though she currently 
resides at the Courtenay Springs 
Village in Merritt Island, FL, Mrs. 
Clarke invited family and friends to 
meet at her place for the big celebra- 
tory bash on the 12th and the following 
day she rocked the Village with anoth- 
er party. A native of Trinidad, Mrs. 
Clarke moved to the United States at 
the age of 16. The peppy centenarian, 
who loves to cook, is the proud mother 
of J. Lance Clarke, senior vice presi- 
dent and general manager of Fashion 
Fair Cosmetics Company, a division 
of Johnson Publishing Co. Inc. 



stage plays, silver screen and television, 
he's living proof that there is no obsta- 
cle too large and no valley too deep for 
anyone to rise above. 

"If I can come out of New Orleans and 
be the person I am and have some level 
of success, I think it speaks to every per- 
son who was displaced, every person 
who had to struggle. I want them to 
know, here I am, your son of the town 
that was able to do this. With a little faith, 
you can go a long way." □ 

— Margena A. Christian 
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NEWSMAKERS 



HISTORICAL COURT 
APPOINTMENT: Justice 
Patricia Timmons-Good- 
son takes the oath of 
office as an associate jus- 
tice of the North Carolina 
Supreme Court as her 
family (l-r) son t Aaron, 
husband, Dr. Ernest 
Goodson. and son, Ernest 
Jr. "Sonny," stand with 
her. Timmons-Goodson, 51. came out of retirement from her position as a North 
Carolina Appeals Court judge to accept the appointment, which makes her the 
state's first Black woman justice. The South Carolina native received both her 
bachelor's and law degrees from the University of North Carolina (UNC) at 
Chapel Hill. Gov. Mike Easley said he appointed Timmons-Goodson because of 
her experience as a district court and appeals court judge. 



■ A REALLY BIG SHOW: In front of the newly renovated Apollo Theater marquee that salutes 
the upcoming 61st Annual CIAA Basketball Tournament February 26 through March 4, 2006, 
in Charlotte, NC, Ebony Magazine Associate Publisher Jeff Burns Jr. (2nd, I) is joined by (l-r) 
Monique Morgan, assistant commissioner, Central Intercollegiate Athletic Association (CIAA); 
Dawn Frisby Byers, vice president, marketing & communications, Apollo Theater Foundation; 
and Steven Boyd, regional vice f lfHi?\il» A _ 

^ A rOL 1 A 



president, Coca-Cola North 
America. Ebony and Coca-Cola 
are official sponsors of the 
tournament. Among its much- 
anticipated highlights is a spe- 
cial version of "Showtime at 
the Apollo" with all CIAA stu- 
dents as contestants, followed 
by a concert featuring R&B leg- 
end Patti LaBelle. The show 
will be held March 2, 2006, at 
the Charlotte Convention 
Center. Tickets are available 
through Ticketmaster. For 
more information about CIAA, 
America's oldest historically 
Black college conference, visit 
www.ciaatournament.org. 
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COCA COLA EBONY ~ THE APOLLO THEATER SALUTE* 

* CIAA 

February 26 -March 4 




The 48th Annual 



EBONY FASHION FAIR PRESENTS 
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Spring '06 Itinerary 

*■ ^ (partial listing) * 



SHOW LOCATION 



DATE & TIME 



Fayettevllle, AR 

Embassy Suites Hotel 

Pine Bluff, AR 

Pine Bluff Convention Center 

Little Rock, A R 

Robinson Exhibition Hall 

Hattiesburg, MS 

Hattiesburg High School Auditorium 

Greenwood, MS 

Leflore County Civic Center 

Mobile, AL 

Saenger Theater Center for the Living Arts 
Lafayette, LA 
Cajundome 
Baton Rouge, LA 
Felton G. Clark Activity Center 
Monroe, LA 

Monroe Civic Center Theater 
Shreveport, LA 
The Municipal Auditorium 
Tyler, TX 

The Caldwell Auditorium 
Dallas, TX 
McFarlin Auditorium- 
Southern Methodist University 
LongviewJX 
Maude Cobb Activity Center 

TexarkanaJX 

The Perot Theater 

Lawton, OK 

McMahon Memorial Auditorium 
Tulsa, OK 

Greenwood Cultural Center 

Oklahoma City, OK 

Rose State College Performing Arts Center 



Tue., 2/21 

7:30 pm 

Wed.,2/22 

7:30 pm 

Thu, 2/23 

7:00 pm 

Frl., 2/24 

8:00 pm 

Wed., 3/1 

8:00 pm 

Frl., 3/3 
8:00 pm 
Sat., 3/4 
8:00 pm 
Sun., 3/5 
3:00 pm 
Thu., 3/9 
8:00 pm 
Frl., 3/10 
8:00 pm 
Sat., 3/11 
8:00 pm 
Sun., 3/12 
5:00 pm 

Tue., 3/14 

8:00 pm 

Wed., 3/15 

8:00 pm 

Thu., 3/16 

8:00 pm 

Frl., 3/17 

8:00 pm 

Sat, 3/18 

8:00 pm 

•venues and dates subject to change 



Visit www.ebonyfashionfair.com 
for full listing 
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[Ticket prices include 
1 a one year subscrip- 
tion to EBONY or six 
months to JET and 
chances to WIN 
round trip trans- 
portation for two 
to any destination 
served by 
AMERICAN 
AIRLINES or 
AMERICAN 
EAGLE in the 
domestic U.S. 
48 states, a 2006 
FORD Explorer 
and selected 
items from 
FASHION FAIR 
COSMETICS. 
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Enjoy 
12 months 
with some 
of the most 
beautiful 




me 
new 

JET Beauty Cale 



BLACK 
WOMEN 



The12"x12" wall 
calendar is 
available now for only 



Swimsu 



Yes! I want 



calendars, send them to me now! 



Only $12.95 each (includes shipping and handling). 
Name: 




(p4«aM print) 



.Apt. # 
State 



1 Please send check or money order (no cash or C.O.D. please) 

Mail coupon and payment to JET BEAUTY 2006 SWIMSUIT CALENDAR, 
P.O. Box 56478, Boulder, CO 80322-6478 

A1005 



beauty of 
theweek 

Love Anthony 

is a Spanish teacher 
from Brooklyn. In her 
spare time she enjoys 
traveling and learning 
different languages. 




Photo by 
Brian Mapp 











elers' Jerome Bettis parti 
with Minnie Mouse during the annual post-Super Bowl parade at Walt 
Disney World in Lake Buena Vista, FL. Bettis and teammate Hines 
Ward, Super Bowl XL's Most Valuable Player, were honored in the cele 
bration 





■ New Look: 

Actor-director- 
producer Forest 
Whitaker, show- 
ing off his slim 
new frame, and 
his model wife, 
Keisha, attend 
the 14th annual 
Pan African Film 
and Arts Festival 
opening night 
gala at the 
Director's Guild 
of America in 
Beverly Hills, CA. 




MUSIC 



Mariah, Kanye And John Legend Are Big Winners At 
48th Annual Grammys; Sly Makes Rare Appearance 





< Mariah Carey walks 
away with three Grammy 
honors: Best Female R&B 
Vocal Performance (We 
Belong Together), Best 
Contemporary R&B 
Album (The 
Emancipation ofMimi) 
and Best R&B Song (We 
Belong Together). 

► Kanye West displays 
the three Grammy 
awards he received: Best 
Rap Album (Late 
Registration), Best Rap 
Solo Performance (Gold 
Digger) and Best Rap 
Song (Diamonds From 
Sierra Leone). 



lariah Carey, Kanye West and John Legend 
leach won three Grammy Awards during the 
recent 48th annual telecast of music's highest honor 
at the Staples Center in Los Angeles. 

But the most anticipated portion of the lengthy 
evening was a well-publicized tribute to Sly and the 
Family Stone, the 1960s group that combined soul, 
rock and funk and thrilled Black and White audi- 
ences from coast to coast. 

Dubbed a recluse, Sly Stone hadn't made a pub- 
lic appearance in more than a decade. He took the 
stage sporting a platinum blond Mohawk, shades 
and a silver robe and led a rendition of the group's 

^ Hot newcomer John Legend shows off his Grammy wins, 
including Best New Artist, Best R&B Album (Get Lifted) and 
Best Male R&B Vocal Performance (Ordinary People). 







hit / Want to Take You Higher (see page 
41). 



However, Stone, who came onstage 
to thunderous applause and a standing 
ovation from the audience, kept his head 
down for much of his performance while 
the crowd sang along. 

And the mercurial musician stunned 
the artists assembled onstage and every- 
one in the Staples Center when he 
abruptly left the stage before he finished 
the song and did not acknowledge the 
artists assembled onstage to lead the 
tribute. 

A medley of the legendary group's 
1960s songs were sung by Legend, Fan- 
tasia, Maroon 5, Ciara, Will.LAm, Steve 
Tyler, Devin Lima, Joe Perry and Robert 
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Randolph, who were left to ad lib the final 
segments of the song. 

As a result, much of the media cover- 
age following the telecast centered as 
much on Stone's behavior as on those 
who won awards. 

Comedian Dave Chappelle intro- 
duced the tribute and made brief men- 
tion of his walking away from his $50 mil- 
lion Comedy Central contract. "I feel like 
there are people in this room who under- 
stand," he said. He went on to say: 
"When I was a little boy, I knew I was 
going to be famous. I knew I'd be a star 
and immediately go back to Africa." 
When he left Comedy Central he spent 
time in South Africa. 

Carey, whose The Emancipation of 
Mimi was the top-selling album of the 
year and marked her career comeback, 
won as R&B female and R&B song (a 
songwriter's award she shared with Jer- 




- 
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▲ Gospel artist Yolanda Adams proudly accepts 
her Grammy Award for Be Blessed. 

maine Dupri and M. Seal) for We Belong 
Together and contemporary R&B album 
for The Emancipation of Mimi. 

John Legend was named 

<best new artist. He also pulled 
in the awards for top R&B 
male for Ordinary People and 
R&B album for Get Lifted. 

Kanye West dominated the 
rap category, winning as best 
rap solo performance for Gold 
Digger, rap song, Diamonds 
from Sierra Leone and rap 

< Hip-hop artist, Missy Elliott 
shows gratitude for winning best 
short form music video for Lose 
Control. 
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Thousands of shows... millions of different viewers... Nielsen counts them all. 



No one watches television just like everyone else, so it's important that 
programmers and advertisers know what viewers watch. Nielsen Media 
Research works hard to make certain our advanced ratings services 
represent the entire television audience. We're committed to providing 
a level of accuracy and reliability that ensures no community is left out. 
That way, programming is as varied as the audience. 

For more information, visit www.nielsenmedia.com 
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album, Late Registration. 

Legendary performer Stevie Wonder 
and gospel great CeCe Winans snared 
two statuettes each. Wonder, who briefly 
paid tribute to Coretta Scott King, won in 
the pop male vocal category for From the 
Bottom of My Heart and R&B duo with 
vocals for So Amazing with Beyonce. 
Winans was named best gospel perform- 
ance for Pray best contemporary soul 
gospel album for Purified. 

Reggae performer Damian Marley, 
son of late reggae legend Bob Marley, 
also won two awards. His Welcome to 
Jamrock won in the categories of best 
urban/alternative performance and reg- 
gae album. 

Other Black winners were Aretha 
Franklin (traditional R&B vocal per- 
formance for A House is Not a Home); the 
Black Eyed Peas (rap performance by 
duo or group for Don't Phunk With My 
Heart); Jay Z featuring Linkin Park 
(rap/sung collaboration for Numb/- 
Encore); Dianne Reeves (jazz vocal album 
for Good Night, and Good Luck); the 
Wayne Shorter Quartet (jazz instrumen- 
tal album, individual or group for Beyond 
the Sound Barrier); Yolanda Adams 
(gospel songwriting award for Be 
Blessed); Donnie McClurkin (traditional 
soul gospel album for Psalms, Hymns & 
Spiritual Songs); Gladys Knight (gospel 
choir or chorus album for One Voice); 
B.B. King and Friends (traditional blues 




A Singer Ciara, who along with Missy Elliott won 
for best short form music video, proudly gives 
her Grammy Award a kiss. 

album for 80); Sen. Barack Obama (spo- 
ken word album for Dreams From My 
Father); Chris Rock (comedy album for 
Never Scared); Missy Elliott featuring 
Ciara and Fat Man Scoop (short form 
music video for Lose Control). 

The hit film Ray won in the category 
of compilation soundtrack album for 
motion picture, television or other visu- 
al media. 

West and Jamie Foxx thrilled the 
crowd when they dressed as drum 
majors and took their bands to the stage 
and performed Gold Diggers and Touch 
the Sky. D 



50 



Cur 



atonal 



COUNCIL 



NATIONAL [ VMRY COUNCIL 



PORTS 




A Johnson Publishing Company President and CEO Linda Johnson Rice and her husband, Mel Farr, former Detroit 
Lions All-Pro and current president of Triple M Acceptance, welcome National Football League Commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue and his wife Chandler to the inaugural Ebony Pathfinder Awards at Seldom Blues Supper Club in Detroit. 

Ebony Magazine Honors NFL Greats At Super Bowl 

Celebration In Detroit 



Several inches of snow couldn't keep 
hundreds of well-wishers away from 
Ebony Magazine's recent star-studded 
celebration in the Motor City. 

The night before Super Bowl XL, hun- 



dreds of people gathered to join Johnson 
Publishing Company President and CEO 
Linda Johnson Rice to honor NFL greats 
for their football excellence and phi- 
lanthropy during the inaugural Ebony 



▼ Art Shell (I), Senior VP of football operations and development for the NFL, receives the 2006 Path- 
finder Award from close friend Gene Upshaw, the executive director of the NFL Players Association. 
(Below center) Rena Clark, VP of Community Affairs and Corporate Philanthropy for the New England 
Patriots, accepted her award from Patriots' All-Pro defensive end Richard Seymour. (Below right) Football 
legend Doug Williams (I) presented Atlanta Falcons running back Warrick Dunn his award. 
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On behalf of the evening's sponsors. Rod Gillum 
(r), vice president of corporate responsibility and 
d iversity a t General Motors Corp., Chirry K(K>x (c) 
segment marketing manager. Tyson Foods, Inc., 
and Christophers. Moore, vice president, 
Foodservice Channel Development, National Dairy 
Council, thanked the audience for their support. 



▲ Kevin Frazier of "Entertainment Tonight," the emcee of the evening, drew laughs from the crowd when 
he told Mrs. Rice he felt like a part of her family "because I watched her grow up in the magazines, look- 
ing at graduation photos, wedding photos." 



Pathfinder Awards: A Tribute To Excel- 
lence at the Seldom Blues Supper Club 
in Detroit. 

"These awards were created to up- 
hold the trailblazing spirit upon which 
Ebony was founded," Mrs. Rice told the 
pleased audience at the invitation-only, 
officially sanctioned Super Bowl XL 



event. "My father, John Johnson, was a 
pathfinder in the fields of media and busi- 
ness. He inspired all of us, and I am hon- 
ored to uphold his legacy with this pres- 
entation. On the 60th Anniversary of 
Ebony, we move forward with courage, 
conviction, confidence and an indomit- 
able spirit that was nurtured and 

<4 Alexa Rice, Linda Johnson Rice's daughter, 
welcomes Patriots' Richard Seymour and his 
wife, Tanya, to the Super Bowl party. ▼ Detroit 
Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick (r) celebrates the first 
annual event with best-selling author Michael 
Eric Dyson (I) and his wife, Marcia Dyson. 







A The Rev. Jesse Jackson (2nd, I) enjoys the 
evening's festivities with Rev. Al Sharpton (far, r), 
Judge Greg Mathis (3rd, r) and (l-r) his wife, Linda 
Mathis, Suzanne de Passe, chair and CEO of de 
Passe Entertainment Group and U.S. Rep. Carolyn 
Cheeks Kilpatrick (D-MI). 

Jet Magazines as "the gold standard of 
African-American publications." 

"This is indeed history in the making. 
Just think, 10 or 20 years from now you 
will be able to say that you were among a 
select few who were here to celebrate the 
birth of this very special award," he said. 

▼ Michelle Williams of R&B female group Destiny's Child performs her hit song Do You Know. (Below 
center) Former Detroit Lion Robert Porcher, one of Detroit's most prominent restaurateurs and part- 
owner of the Seldom Blues Supper Club, wishes the audience an enjoyable evening. (Below right) 
Managing Editors of Ebony Magazine Walter Leavy (I) and Lynn Norment (r) greet Judge Trudy Archer 
and her husband, former Detroit Mayor Dennis Archer. 



strengthened in us by my father." 

This year's honorees of the prestigious 
Ebony Pathfinder Awards are Art Shell, 
Senior VP of Football Operations and 
Development National Football League; 
Rena Clark, Vice President of Communi- 
ty Affairs and Corporate Philanthropy 
New England Patriots; and Atlanta Fal- 
cons running back Warrick Dunn. 

Kevin Frazier of "Entertainment To- 
night," the emcee for the evening, kicked 
off the program by lauding Ebony and 




A Johnson Publishing Company (JPC) advertising staff (l-r) are John Shelby, senior account executive, 
Ebony Magazine; Raquel Graham Crayton, national marketing director, Ebony Magazine; Nicole Buchanan, 
senior account executive, Ebony Magazine; Dennis H. Boston, senior vice president, Midwest advertis- 
ing manager of Ebony; Aiesha Powell, Ebony research director; John Cater, vice president and Midwest 
advertising manager of Ebony; Tammy Rolle, vice president and director of advertising production for 
Ebony; and David Barr III, Midwest associate advertising manager of Ebony. 



Gene Upshaw, the executive director 
of the NFL Players Association since 
1983, following a 16-year, Hall-of-Fame 
career, presented the first award to Shell. 
Having broken barriers throughout his 
football career, Shell became the first 
Black NFL head coach in the NFL mod- 
ern era and was elected to the Hall of 
Fame in 1989 after a stellar career as a 
tackle for the Oakland-Los Angeles 



Raiders (1968-82). 

"I can't say how proud I am," Shell 
told the room when he received his 
award. "It's a great privilege to be a part 
of this because it epitomizes the life and 
legacy of John H. Johnson. When you 
think about him as an explorer, and what 
he believed in, he believed that you can 
attain success if you believe in yourself 
and never be afraid to detour from what 



T Among the other guests were (l-r) Ralph G. Moore , president of RGMA; Gregory Jackson, president 
of Prestige Automotive Group; Cecile Keith-Brown and her father, Judge Damon J. Keith; NFL's rushing 
leader Emmitt Smith and his wife Patricia; and NFL legends Richard Dent and Marcus Allen. 




A Pathfinder Award recipients Warrick Dunn (I), Rena Clark oversees all of the charitable efforts 

(2nd, I) and Art Shell (3rd, r) are congratulated by R&B singer for the New England Patriots 

Michelle Williams (c) Monique Henderson (3rd I) event Charitable Foundation ^ similar 
coordinator for Ntouch Communications, Lydia Davis Eady 

(2nd, r), president of Joy Communications, and Cheryl Hudson activities for the Kraft Group, 

(far, r), president of Ntouch Communications. Each honoree "What I do is not work; it's 

received a keepsake John Johnson-signed autobiography, , „ , h aropn tpH hpr 

Succeeding Against the Odds, that also includes a special love ' sne said as sne acce P tea ner 

award. "And I read somewhere 



message from Mrs. Rice. 

your goals are and never let anybody set 
limitations for what you can do in life. 
That's what he stood for." 

Three-time Super Bowl champion and 
All-Pro defensive tackle Richard Seymour 
of the New England Patriots awarded 
Rena Clark with her trophy. Clark, 
responsible for all team-related communi- 
ty initiatives and outreach programs, 

lam iq:Hi:M 




that John Johnson once said if you 
fall in love with what you do, you never 
work again, so thank you so much." 

Remembered by many as the first 
Black quarterback to play in the Super 
Bowl, Doug Williams presented the 
award to the final recipient, Warrick 
Dunn, who is known as much for his off- 
the-field successes as his on-field talents. 
Dunn, through his Warrick Dunn Foun- 
dation established in 1997, has helped 57 
single mothers become first-time home- 
owners by making down payments on 
new, fully furnished homes. 

"At 18 I lost my mom when I was in 
high school. The reason I started to do 
what I do through the Warrick Dunn 
Foundation was because my mom's 
dream was to own her own home, and she 




didn't have the opportunity," explained 
Dunn, who has played nine years in the 
NFL with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and 
Falcons. "And for me to have this platform 
to be able to help other people live out that 
dream through my program, I think it's 
just an honor...it comes from my heart." 

Among the other notable attendees at 
the event were Detroit Mayor Kwame Kil- 
patrick, the Revs. Jesse Jackson and 
Al Sharpton, Judges Greg Mathis and 
Damon Keith, Emmitt Smith, NFL Com- 



missioner Paul Tagliabue and Michael 
Eric Dyson. 

Throughout the evening, guests dined 
on lobster, crab meat, jumbo shrimp, 
asparagus, prime rib, lamb, assorted 
sushi, a chocolate fountain, fruit tarts and 
an open bar while enjoying a performance 
by Michelle Williams of Destiny's Child 
and sounds by the famed jazz band 
Alexander Zonjic & Friends. □ 

—Photos by Vandell Cobb and 
James Mitchell 
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Portray Marvin Gaye mwm « 
In Film Biopic g^/||^«fe- 





Jesse L. Martin, star of TV's "Law & 
Order," will portray late soul legend 
Marvin Gaye in an upcoming independ- 
ent biopic. 

The film, Sexual Healing, will chroni- 
cle the final years of Gaye, including his 
self-imposed exile to Europe after years 
of battling drugs, domestic issues and 
label disputes with Motown. While he was 
in exile, a promoter saved the troubled 
singer by helping him record Midnight 
Love, his biggest-selling album, which 
included his 1982 comeback song and 
final hit Sexual Healing. 



The movie, to be penned and directed 
by Lauren Goodman, will follow Gaye's 
life through to his 1984 death-on the eve 
of his 45th birthday-at the hands of his 
70-year-old preacher father, Marvin Gay 
Sr. (Jet, April 23, 1984). 

A classically trained actor, Martin 
recently starred in the feature adaptation 
of the musical Rent. He first gained atten- 
tion as an original cast member of the 
Broadway production in 1996. 

He is best known for his role as Det. 
Ed Green on the long-running TV crime 
drama.D 
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Continued from page 18 

mean to say I want to see some honesty, 
some fair play. I want to see some kind- 
ness and justice. This is what I want to 
see, and I want to see it through my eyes, 
and your eyes, Coretta Scott King." 

Attallah Shabazz, daughter of slain 
leader Malcolm X, recalled the special 
bond she shared with Mrs. King and the 
King children, especially Yolanda, with 
whom she once traveled and performed 



NATIONAL REPORT 



A Music icon Stevie 
Wonder and famed 
pop-soul balladeer 
Michael Bolton per- 
form in memory of 
Coretta Scott King. 
Other celebrities on 
hand included come- 
dian-activist Dick 
Gregory, comedian- 
actor Chris Tucker 
and TV Judge Greg 
Mathis. 



in theatrical productions. She told them, 
"As I got to know the King siblings, I feel 
like their older sibling, very protective I 
am of each of you." She noted: "Coretta 
Scott King gave people a backbone and 
a poise. If you didn't have any of your 
own, you could mimic it, at least. You 
knew what grace looked like, you knew 
what poise looked like." She added, 
"When you witness love and being loved 




Johnson Publishing Company President and CEO Linda Johnson 
Rice attends funeral service with (l-r) Ebony Executive Editor 
Emeritus Lerone Bennett Jr; Myrlie Evers-Williams, widow of 
Medgar Evers and former NAACP chair; former Secretary of 
Labor Alexis Herman; and Marian Wright Edelman, founder of 
Children's Defense Fund. 




▲ Sharing precious memories of Mrs. King are Bishop T.D. Jakes and South African political activist 
Adelaide Tambo, widow of Oliver Tambo, former president, African National Congress (ANC) who rep- 
resented first lady of South Africa Zanele Mbeki and a delegation of other dignitaries from South Africa. 



the way we have, each of our respective 
mothers, you almost feel like you don't 
have the right to ask them to stay a day 
longer when they are now in the arms of 



He who loved her most." 

Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin 
thanked Mrs. King for paving the way for 
her to become the first female mayor of 



▼ Famed gospel singers BeBe Winans and CeCe Winans comfort mourners with soul-stirring tunes. 



the city and urged the gathering to con- 
tinue the fight for justice. "She gathered 
us here today from all walks of life, and all 
persuasions, to lift our voices in songs of 
freedom, equality, social and economic 
justice. Not just for our own sake, but for 
the sake of the children the world over. 
Who among us will join the freedom 
choir? Who among us will sing Coretta's 
song, with courage and conviction?" 

At times, the funeral turned political, 
with some speakers decrying the war in 
Iraq, the Bush Administration's eaves- 
dropping program and the slow response 
to Hurricane Katrina in mostly Black 
New Orleans. 

With wit and biting humor, the Rev. 
Joseph Lowery, who co-founded the 
Southern Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence (SCLC) with Dr. King, questioned 
if the politicians would be on hand to 
continue Mrs. King's fight for justice the 



following morning. 

"How marvelous that presidents and 
governors come to mourn and praise, but 
in the morning will words become deeds 
that meet the needs?" 

Among the national leaders and digni- 
taries at the funeral were Secretary of 

T Dr. Robert Schuller delivers benediction at 
King funeral. 




▲ Among the mourners are South Africa's first lady, Mrs. Zanele Mbeki, Sen. Barack Obama and former 
NAACP President Kweisi Mfume. 



State Condoleezza Rice; U.S. Sen. Barack 
Obama; Alphonso Jackson, secretary, 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development; Rev. Jesse Jackson; Rev. 
Al Sharpton; former NAACP President 
Kweisi Mfume; NAACP President Bruce 
Gordon; Myrlie Evers- Williams, widow of 
Medgar Evers and former NAACP chair; 
former Transportation Secretary Rod- 
ney Slater; former Secretary of Labor 
Alexis Herman; Marian Wright Edelman, 




founder of Children's Defense Fund; Dr. 
Barbara Williams-Skinner, president of 
Skinner Leadership Institute; Mother 
Khadijah Farrakhan, wife of Nation of 
Islam leader Minister Louis Farrakhan; 
Rep. John Lewis, former head of the Stu- 
dent Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC); and Ingrid Saunders Jones, 
chairperson, the Coca-Cola Foundation. 

Among those delivering soul-stirring 
performances were BeBe Winans, CeCe 
Winans, Michael Bolton, harpist Jeff 
Majors and superstar Stevie Wonder, 
who sang an emotional, heartwarming 
rendition of His Eye Is On the Sparrow. 
Noted soprano Juandalynn Abernathy, 
daughter of the late civil rights leader 
Rev. Ralph Abernathy, performed Vissi 
d'Arte, Vissi d'Amore from Tosca. 

Speakers at the funeral included Rev. 

"4 Mother Khadijah Farrakhan, wife of Nation of 
Islam leader Minister Louis Farrakhan, pays her 
repects to Mrs. King. 
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Dr. Joseph L. Roberts, Jr., pastor emer- 
itus, Ebenezer Baptist Church; Jesse 
Hill, Jr., chairman emeritus, the King 
Center Board; Judge William S. Ses- 
sions, former member, King Federal Hol- 
iday Commission; Sherry Frank, execu- 
tive director, American Jewish Commit- 
tee, Atlanta Chapter; Rev. Dr. Otis Moss, 
Jr., pastor, Olivet Institutional Baptist 
Church, Cleveland; and Father Michael 
Pfleger, pastor, St. Sabina Cathedral 
Church, Chicago. 

Rep. John Conyers represented the 
House of Representatives, many of 
whom were in attendance. 

Mrs. King's sister, Edythe Scott 
Bagley, was represented by her son, 
Arturo Bagley, who spoke about the 
close bond the two sisters shared. 

Andrew Young, former UN ambassa- 
dor and Atlanta mayor who worked 
closely with Dr. King, introduced the civ- 
il rights leader's daughter, Rev. Bernice 
King, who delivered the eulogy. 

Rev. King, the youngest of the King 
children, was 5 when her father was 
assassinated and is perhaps best remem- 
bered for the famous 1968 Pulitzer Prize- 
winning photo taken by Ebony photog- 
rapher Moneta Sleet Jr. of her lying in 
her mother's lap during the funeral. 

"I used to watch her daddy throw her 
up in the air," Young laughed. "And then 
I saw her sitting by the side of her moth- 
er in that great photograph by Moneta 
Sleet, and the next thing I knew she was 
preaching a trial sermon." 




AP 



▲ Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and 
Alphonso Jackson (I), secretary of U.S. Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban Development, join 
the more than 10,000 mourners at service. 

Rev. King holds a master's degree in 
divinity and a law degree from Emory 
University. She was by her mother's side 
when she died in her sleep at an alterna- 
tive medicine center in Mexico. 

"We thank you for all of your prayers 
over all of those months," Rev. King said. 
"Thank you, Mother, for your incredible 
example of Christ-like love and obedi- 
ence. We're going to miss you." 

Rev. King, who is an elder at New 
Birth Missionary Baptist Church, de- 
scribed her mother as "a woman of 
authority, a woman of power, a woman 
of grace, a woman of essence, a woman 
of strength, a woman of dignity. We praise 
the Lord for Coretta Scott King and her 
example." 

Rev. King said of her mother's com- 
mitment to civil rights: "She didn't do it 
for fame. She didn't do it for fortune. She 
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▲ Acclaimed harpist Jeff Majors performs in tribute to Mrs. King as member of the Born Again Dancers 
of New Birth Missionary Baptist Church interprets song in dance. 



did it because it was the will of God and 
she yielded to it." 

Rev. King assured the crowd: "We 
all prayed for her healing, but you know 
she is perfectly healed now." 

Before the funeral, more than 170,000 
mourners waited in long lines at public 
viewings to file past King's casket and 
pay their respects — at Ebenezer Baptist 
Church in Atlanta, where her husband 
preached during the 1960s, then at New 
Birth Missionary Baptist Church before 
the service and during the weekend at 
the Georgia Capitol, where Mrs. King 
became the first woman and the first 
Black person to lie in honor there. Stu- 
dents also gathered at Morehouse Col- 
lege, Dr. King's alma mater, for a prayer 
vigil in Mrs. King's honor. 

Outside the historic Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, people lined up for blocks and 
waited for hours in freezing rain for a 



moment to bid farewell to the first lady 
of the Civil Rights Movement. At least 
6,000 adults and children passed through 
the sanctuary in the first three hours, 
officials said. 

Inside the silent sanctuary, mourners 
filed slowly past the casket, some linger- 
ing a moment before moving on. Many 
walked away dabbing their eyes at the 
sight of King's body, which was dressed in 
a pink suit, with a shroud of flowers blan- 
keting the lower half of the casket. She lay 
directly below the pulpit where her hus- 
band preached from 1960 until 1968. 

A tribute to Mrs. King at the Ebenez- 
er Baptist Church's Horizon Sanctuary 
featured speakers Oprah Winfrey, Rev. 
Jackson, Rev. Sharpton, Rep. John Lewis, 
activist Evelyn Lowery, Juanita Aber- 
nathy, widow of civil rights leader, Ralph 
Abernathy and musical performances. 

As the tribute concluded, King's 
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► More than 42,000 people waited in line to 
view King's body at the Georgia Capitol; it was 
transported there in a horse-driven carriage. 

daughter, Yolanda, told the gathering: "I 
know it is the prayers of so many of you 
and from all over the world that carried 
her safely home. We knew firsthand the 
enduring power of love." 

Mrs. King was placed in the Coretta 
Scott King Memorial Garden at 
Atlanta's Martin Luther King Jr. Cen- 
ter for Nonviolent Social Change, about 
100 feet from her husband's tomb. She 
will later lay to rest alongside her hus- 
band in a permanent entombment at 
the center. Mrs. King founded the King 



Center to preserve her husband's 
legacy for equality and justice. She 
spearheaded the national lobbying 
campaign to establish Dr. King's 
birthday as a national holiday. King 
Day is now celebrated in more than 
100 countries and marked its 20th 
anniversary last month. 

An eternal flame placed years ago 
in Dr. King's honor burns near the two 
tombs. Inscribed on Coretta Scott 
King's tomb is the Bible passage from 
1 Corinthians 13:13 that says: "And 
now abide Faith, Hope, Love, These 
Three; but the greatest of these is 
Love." 

—Clarence Waldron 
—Photos by Vandell Cobb 
and Fred Watkins 
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'Barbara 
Walters 
Special-The 
25th Annual 
Academy 
Awards' 




ariah Carey is among the guests on "Bar- 
bara Walters Special - The 25th Annual 
Academy Awards" to air on (Wednesday, 
March 1 at 10 p.m., ET) on ABC. Others scheduled 
to appear this week include: 

Samuel L. Jackson/Ving Rhames in Pulp 
Fiction, (Thursday, February 23 at 8 p.m., ET) on 
Starz InBlack. 

Malik Yoba on "New York Undercover," 
(Thursday, February 23 at 9 p.m., ET) on TV One. 

Steve Harvey hosts "Celebration Of Gospel," 
(Thursday, February 23 at 9 p.m., ET) on BET. 

Charles S. Dutton on "Threshold," (Friday, 
February 24 at 9 p.m., ET) on CBS. 

Mykelti Williamson in Forrest Gump (Satur- 
day, February 25 at 8 p.m., ET) on ABC. 

Jamie Foxx/Jada Pinkett-Smith/lrma Hall 
in Collateral, (Saturday, February 25 at 10 p.m. 
ET) on Cinemax. 

James Pickens, Jr./lsaiah Washington/Chan- 
dra Wilson on "Grey's Anatomy," (Sunday, Febru- 
ary 26 at 10 p.m., ET) on ABC. 

Denzel Washington/Kimberly Elise/ Jeffrey 
Wright in The Manchurian Candidate, (Monday, 
February 27 at 8 p.m., ET) on Showtime. 

Kyla Pratt/Robert Ri'chard/Flex Alexan- 
der on "One On One," (Monday, February 27 at 
8 p.m., ET/PT) on UPN. 

Halle Berry/Obba Babatunde/Loretta 
Divine/LaTanya Richardson/Cynda Williams 
in Introducing Dorothy Dandridge, (Tuesday, 
February 28 at 9:45 p.m., ET) on HBO. 

Ice-T/Tamara Tunie on "Law & Order: Spe- 
cial Victims Unit," (Tuesday, February 28 at 10 
p.m., ET) on NBC. 
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BECAUSE OF HER. 
WE ARE CLOSER TO 
LIVING THE DREAM. 



L 



Coretta Scott King, we celebrate 
your life and your legacy. 



